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WEAVING TOGETHER BUSINESS, LOCAL ECONOMY and COMMUNITY



Farm Focus Project

How to Support this Project:

Underwrite the Farm Focus E-Newsletter

The Hannah Grimes Farm Focus E-Newsletter distills events and resources vital to the success of farmers, food processors, and others linked to agriculture in the Monadnock Region.  This monthly electronic resource is sent to over 300 contacts.

We invite you to support this resource as an underwriter for $100 per month or $250 for three months.

 

In addition to your logo at the top of the e-newsletter, benefits include:

· A link to your website on our Farm Focus Webpage.

· Recognition of your support for local agriculture.

· Strengthening an industry that is so crucial to our local economy and community.
Contact us for more information.
Farm Focus Goals:

1. Strengthen connections with individuals, businesses and associations in each industry cluster to understand their needs and look for opportunities to collaborate.

2. Become a regional resource for these clusters by compiling and disseminating existing information and services.

3. Identify the gaps in services and begin to develop programs that will help make these businesses more innovative and productive.

4. Increase the wages offered by small business owners in these industry clusters.
Why a Farm Focus?

While agriculture accounts for only .3% of NH’s workforce, it accounts for 2% of our GDP and 7% of our land use.  The annual net cash income from a NH Farm is $6,414 and only 10% of the household income on a farm comes from farm income. These facts reflect an opportunity to combine good land use and conservation with economic development.  Since the average NH farmer is 54 years old, a new generation of farm owners will need to innovate and respond to changes in consumer demand while meeting the challenges of rising energy costs and development pressures.  Farmers earn 35% less than the average NH wage earner, a statistic that keeps many innovative entrepreneurs from entering this industry.
Farm Focus Timeline
November 2008

Started monthly Farm Focus e-newsletters (290 contacts)
July 2009


Clowes Grant: Incubating Rural Industry Clusters Phase 1
February 2010


Farm Focus Group: Focusing on Business Needs

July 2010


Clowes Grant: Phase 2 (Three year grant)

October 2010 


Farm Business Service Providers Meetings Begin

December 2010

Created Farm Focus Webpage & Blog

February 2011


Identified partners/service providers and created flyer

April 2011


Compiled Farmer Communications List

July 2011


Revised MFCC’s Monadnock Agricultural Partners Chart
Farm Focus Webpage
Goals:
· Focus on the strengths & needs of our farmers, food processors and the overall local food system.

· Promote events and resources to help local farm and food businesses thrive.

Monadnock Resources:
· Agricultural Business Resource Guide
· Farm Focus E-Newsletters
· Local Farm Directory
· Farm Focus Blog
· Farmer Communications List
